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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Christopher Lightner on January 26, 2010. 



The application has been amended as follows: 
Specification: 

Replace the paragraph beginning on line 18 of page 13 as follows: 

Using the software logic, the shipper computer system 20 is configured to prompt 
and record entry of the PLD shipping information by the shipper 1 1 , such as through the 
presentation of a graphical-user interface with fields for entry of the PLD information. To 
facilitate accurate recording of package weights, the computer system 20 may include a 
scale 26. In addition to the scale [[28]]26, the shipper's computer system 20 may also 
include a label printing device 27 or other type of printer. Once the PLD information has 
been entered or recorded, the logic of the computer system 20 is configured to use the 
database of zip codes to match the package zip code with a classification of the 
package's destination address, which in the illustrated embodiment of Figure 1 includes 
the rural or urban classification. In addition to classifying the destination address, the 
shipper computer system 20 may also have logic and data for determining the 
destination delivery unit 17 of the second carrier, which corresponds to the recipient's 
address, if necessary. 

Replace the paragraph beginning on line 6 of page 14 as follows: 

Alternatively, for the rural packages (or packages in areas where delivery is not 
cost-effective for the first carrier due to a lack of facilities, roads, etc.) the shipper may 
be offered a combined carrier delivery level of service. If the shipper selects this option, 
the shipper system 20 generates a combination label 25 as shown in Figure 3. In one 
embodiment, the combination label 25 includes a second carrier address field 28 that 
indicates the destination delivery unit 17 to which the first carrier is to deliver the 
package, as shown in Figure 3. Above the second carrier address field 28 is a return 
address field [[44]] of the shipper 1 1 and a package weight field [[45]], which in the 
illustrated label 25 of Figure 3 is 3 pounds. 

Replace the paragraph beginning on line 5 of page 28 as follows: 
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Yet another quality control step [[27]]270 is conducted at the operating center 15 
by the first carrier. Periodic size and weight checks are conducted at the operating 
center either manually 271, or automatically 272, or both. The automated facilities are 
configured to audit packages on a daily basis. An amount of revenue that should be 
associated with the package size and weight determined by the audit is calculated 273, 
such as by the first carrier billing system 225. The difference in the initial calculation is 
compared to the audit calculation and billing adjustments are made 274 and applied to 
the final invoice or bill 275 before it is communicated to the shipper 1 1 for remuneration. 

Claims: 

33. (Currently Amended) A computer system for routing delivery of a package by 
a plurality of carriers each having one of a plurality of physical delivery systems, said 
computer system comprising: 

a shipper computer system configured to: 

request a delivery, of a package by a plurality of carriers each having one of a 
plurality of physical delivery systems; 

determine whether tbe-a_consignee address matches a rural destination 
classification or an urban destination classification; 

generate a first carrier label including a consignee address field in response to 
the consignee address matching the urban destination classification; and 

generate a combination label including a subsequent carrier address field in 
response to the consignee address matching the rural destination classification ;-aftd 

an initial carrier computer system connected in electronic communication with the 
carrier physical delivery system of an initial one of the carriers and the shipper computer 
system, 

said initial carrier computer system configured to: 

obtain package information data from the shipper computer system, said 

package information data including the consignee address; 

determine whether the consignee address matches the rural destination 

classification or the urban destination classification; 
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instruct the initial carrier physical delivery system to deliver the package to the 
consignee address included on the first carrier label in response to the consignee 
address matching the urban destination classification; and 

determine , based at least in part on the combination label, an intermediate 
location at which a subsequent one of the carriers is configured to receive the package 
in response to the consignee address matching the rural destination classification; and 

a subsequent carrier computer system connected in communication with the 
initial carrier computer system and a subsequent one of the carrier physical delivery 
systems, 

said subsequent carrier computer system configured to: 

obtain the package information data, including the consignee address, and the 
intermediate location from the initial carrier computer system; 

receive instructions from the initial carrier computer system to receive the 
package at the intermediate location and complete delivery to the consignee address; 
and 

send the package information data, including the consignee address, and the 
intermediate location to the subsequent carrier physical delivery system and instructing 
the subsequent carrier delivery system to obtain the package at the intermediate 
location and complete delivery of the package to the consignee address. 

34. (Currently Amended) [[A]]The computer system of Claim 33, wherein the 
package information data includes an initial carrier tracking number and wherein the 
initial carrier computer system is configured to communicate with a scanning device of 
the initial carrier physical delivery system to receive tracking data indicating detection of 
the initial carrier tracking number at the intermediate location by the scanning device, 
said initial carrier computer system also configured to electronically notify the 
subsequent carrier tracking system of arrival of the package at the intermediate 
location. 

35. (Currently Amended) [[A]]The computer system of Claim 34, wherein the 
package information data also includes a subsequent carrier tracking number that is 
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different than the initial carrier tracking number and wherein the subsequent carrier 
computer system is configured to communicate with a scanning device of the 
subsequent carrier physical delivery system to receive tracking data indicating detection 
of the subsequent carrier tracking number at the consignee location, said subsequent 
carrier computer system configured to notify the first carrier computer system of 
detection of the subsequent carrier tracking number at the consignee address. 

36. (Currently Amended) [[A]]The computer system of Claim 35, wherein the 
initial carrier computer system is further configured to combine the package information 
data with the tracking data indicating detection of the package at the intermediate 
location into an electronic billing manifest using the initial carrier tracking number and 
wherein the initial carrier computer system is configured to bill the subsequent carrier by 
transmitting the electronic billing manifest to the subsequent carrier computer system. 

37. (Currently Amended) [[A]]The computer system of Claim 36, wherein the 
initial carrier computer system is also configured to combine the tracking data indicating 
detection of the package at the consignee address with the package information data in 
the billing manifest using the subsequent carrier tracking number. 

38. (Currently Amended) [[A]]The computer system of Claim 37, wherein the 
subsequent carrier computer system is configured to display the billing manifest for 
audit. 

39. (Currently Amended) [[A]]The computer system of Claim 37, wherein the 
subsequent carrier computer system is configured to compare the package information 
data with the tracking data indicating detection of the package at the consignee address 
to confirm delivery of the package on the electronic billing manifest. 

40. (Currently Amended) [[A]]The computer system of Claim 39, wherein the 
initial carrier computer system is configured to obtain from the shipper computer system 
a compilation of package information data on a plurality of packages and is further 
configured to periodically compare the package information data to the compilation of 
package information data to confirm receipt of the package information data from the 
shipper computer system. 
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41 . (Currently Amended) [[A]]The computer system of Claim 40, wherein the 
initial carrier computer system is configured to electronically transmit at least one of the 
package information data, the tracking data and the electronic billing manifest to the 
shipper computer system or a consignee computer system. 

42. (Currently Amended) [[A]]The computer system of Claim 37, wherein the 
initial carrier computer system is further configured to generate cost of shipment data, 
including costs associated with delivery of the package by one or more participating 
carriers, generating an electronic invoice including the cost of shipment data and 
transmitting the electronic invoice to the shipper computer. 

43. (Currently Amended) [[A]]The computer system of Claim 42, wherein the cost 
of shipment data includes a cost of delivery to the intermediate location by the initial 
carrier and a cost of delivery to the consignee location by the subsequent carrier. 

44. (Currently Amended) [[A]]The computer system of Claim 43, wherein the 
initial carrier computer system is configured to: control receipt of funds from the shipper 
computer system for payment of the invoice; debit an amount of the funds for shipment 
services provided by the initial carrier; and deposit a remaining amount of the funds in 
an escrow account. 

45. (Currently Amended) [[A]]The computer system of Claim 44, wherein the 
subsequent carrier computer system is electronically connected to the escrow account 
and is configured to withdraw funds from the escrow account for shipping services 
provided by the subsequent carrier and is also configured to compare the amount of the 
funds debited by the initial carrier to the electronic billing manifest. 

46. (Currently Amended) A method of routing delivery of a package by a plurality 
of carriers each having one of a plurality of physical delivery systems, said method of 
routing comprising steps of: 

using a shipper computer system to execute the steps of: 
determining whether the-a_consignee address matches a rural destination 
classification or an urban destination classification; 
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generating a first carrier label including a consignee address field in response to 
the consignee address matching the urban destination classification; and 

generating a combination label including a subsequent carrier address field in 
response to the consignee address matching the rural destination classification; 

using an initial carrier computer system that is connected in communication with 
the shipper computer system to execute the steps of: 

obtaining package information data, including the consignee address, from a 
shipper; 

determining whether the consignee address matches the rural destination 
classification or the urban destination classification; 

instructing the initial carrier physical delivery system to deliver the package to the 
consignee address included on the first carrier label in response to the consignee 
address matching the urban destination classification; and 

determining , based at least in part on the combination label, an intermediate 
location at which a subsequent one of the carriers is configured to receive the package 
in response to the consignee address matching the rural destination classification: and 

using a subsequent carrier computer system that is connected in communication 
with the initial carrier computer system to execute the steps of: 

obtaining the package information data, including the consignee address, and the 
intermediate location from the initial carrier computer system; 

receiving instructions from the initial carrier computer system to receive the 
package at the intermediate location and complete delivery to the consignee address; 
and 

sending the package information data, including the consignee address, and the 
intermediate location to the subsequent carrier physical delivery system and instructing 
the subsequent carrier delivery system to obtain the package at the intermediate 
location and complete delivery of the package to the consignee address. 

48. (Currently Amended) [[A]]The method of routing delivery of Claim 46, wherein 
the initial carrier computer system is further adapted for obtaining an initial carrier 
tracking number and obtaining tracking data indicating detection of the initial carrier 
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tracking number at the intermediate location in response to the use of a scanning device 
of the initial carrier physical delivery system. 

49. (Currently Amended) [[A]]The method of routing delivery of Claim 48, wherein 
the subsequent carrier computer system is further adapted for notifying the subsequent 
carrier tracking system of detection of the initial carrier tracking number at the 
intermediate location. 

50. (Currently Amended) [[A]]The method of routing delivery of Claim 48, wherein 
the initial carrier computer system is further adapted for constructing a billing manifest 
by correlating, using the initial carrier tracking number, the package information data 
with the tracking data indicating detection of the initial carrier tracking number at the 
intermediate location. 

51 . (Currently Amended) [[AII The method of routing delivery of Claim 50, wherein 
the subsequent carrier computer system is further adapted for obtaining a subsequent 
carrier tracking number that is different than the initial carrier tracking number and 
obtaining tracking data indicating detection of the subsequent carrier tracking number at 
the consignee address in response to the use of a scanning device of the subsequent 
carrier physical delivery system. 

52. (Currently Amended) [[AII The method of routing delivery of Claim 51, wherein 
the subsequent carrier computer system adapted for constructing the billing manifest 
includes the subsequent carrier computer system being further adapted for correlating, 
using the subsequent carrier tracking number, the package information with the tracking 
data indicating detection of the subsequent carrier tracking number at the consignee 
address. 

53. (Currently Amended) [[AII The method of routing delivery of Claim 50, wherein 
the subsequent carrier computer system is further adapted for comparing the electronic 
billing manifest with the tracking data indicating detection of the subsequent carrier 
tracking number at the consignee address to confirm delivery of the package on the 
electronic billing manifest. 
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54. (Currently Amended) A computer program product for routing delivery of a 
package, the computer program product comprising a computer-readable storage 
medium having computer-readable program code portions stored therein, the computer- 
readable program code portions comprising: 

a first executable portion for obtaining package information data, including a 
consignee address, from a shipper computer system; 

a second executable portion for determining whether the consignee address 
matches a rural destination classification or an urban destination classification; 

a third executable portion for instructing an initial carrier physical delivery system 
to deliver one of the packages to the consignee address included on a first carrier label 
in response to the consignee address matching the urban destination classification^ 
wherein the first carrier label was previously generated in response to the consignee 
address matching the urban destination classification ; 

a fourth executable portion for determining , based at least in part on a 
subsequent carrier address field included on a combination label, an intermediate 
location at which a subsequent one of the carriers is configured to receive the package 
in response to the consignee address matching the rural destination classification 
wherein the combination label was previously generated in response to the consignee 
address matching the rural destination classification ; 

a fifth executable portion for sending the package information data and the 
intermediate location to the subsequent carrier physical delivery system and instructing 
a subsequent carrier physical delivery system to obtain the package at the intermediate 
location and complete delivery of the package to the consignee address; 

a sixth executable portion for obtaining an initial carrier tracking number as part 
of the package information data and obtaining tracking data indicating detection of the 
initial carrier tracking number at the intermediate location using a scanning device of the 
initial carrier physical delivery system; 

a seventh executable code portion for constructing a billing manifest by 
correlating, using the initial carrier tracking number, the package information data with 
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the tracking data indicating detection of the initial carrier tracking number at the 
intermediate location; and 

an eighth executable code portion for obtaining a subsequent carrier tracking 
number that is different than the initial carrier tracking number, as part of the package 
information data and obtaining tracking data indicating detection of the subsequent 
carrier tracking number at the consignee address using a scanning device of a 
subsequent carrier physical delivery system. 

59. (Currently Amended) [[A]]The computer program product of Claim 54, 
wherein the seventh executable code portion is further for correlating, using the 
subsequent carrier tracking number, the package information data with the tracking data 
indicating detection of the subsequent carrier tracking number at the consignee 
address. 

60. (Currently Amended) [[A]]The computer program product of Claim 59, further 
comprising a ninth executable code portion for comparing the electronic billing manifest 
with the tracking data indicating detection of the subsequent carrier tracking number at 
the consignee address to confirm delivery of the package on the electronic billing 
manifest. 

2. This application is in condition for allowance except for the presence of claims 1 - 
32 and 61-71 directed to an invention non-elected without traverse. Accordingly, claims 
1-32 and 61-71 have been cancelled. See MPEP § 821. 

Reasons for Allowance 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art 
(including the closest prior art reference Morimoto, which discloses movement and 
tracking of a package through multiple carriers), does not teach or suggest generating 
different a first carrier label or a combination label based upon whether the consignee 
address matches an urban or rural destination classification, and further does not teach 
or suggest instructing delivery to an urban or rural destination consignee address based 
at least in part on the first carrier or combination label. 
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Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Amling, et al., U.S. Pat. Pub. No. 2005/0149373 (Reference A of 
the attached PTO-892) teaches a consolidated application integrating multiple freight 
tracking systems. Richardson, Small Shipments Reach Further with Technology, 
Transportation & Distribution, vol. 31 no. 4, pg. 14 (Dialog copy) (Reference U of the 
attached PTO-892) teaches parcel consolidation and pooling at carrier drop points 
among multiple carriers. Cohen, et al., The Cost of Universal Service in the U.S. and its 
Impact on Competition, Office of Rates, Analysis and Planning, U.S. Postal Rate 
Commission, Nov. 17, 2002 (Reference V of the attached PTO-892) discusses rural and 
urban postal carriers. 

5. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANIEL VETTER whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1366. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 8:00am - 6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Hayes can be reached on (571)272-6708. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/DPV/ 



/JOHN W HAYES/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3628 



